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S E C R E T NICOSIA 1835 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR CY TU GR 

SUBJ: ADVICE TO TURKS AGAINST EXCESSIVE HASTE TO FORMALIZE NEW STATUS 

1. FROM CONVERSATIONS WITH TURKISH EMBASSY HERE, WE GET 
IMPRESSION OF SENSE OF URGENCY ABOUT ARRIVING AT FORMAL 
UNDERSTANDINGS AT GENEVA TO LETITIMIZE THEIR ACQUISITION OF A 
PORT. THEY ARE HIGHLY CRITICAL OF GREEK DESIRE TO CONFINE 
DISCUSSION TO CEASEFIRE. WE HAVE MADE POINT TO THEM THAT 
KARAMANLIS AND CLERIDES GOVTS ARE BY FAR THE 

BEST THEY CAN HOPE TO DEAL WITH. NEITHER GOVT MAY BE IN 
A POSITION FOR SOME TIME TO GIVE FORMAL ASSENT TO ARRANGE- 
MENTS WICH THEY ARE WILLING TO LIVE WITH ON DE FACTO BASIS. TO 
PRESS TOO HARD FOR THEIR FORMAL ACCEPTANCE COULD BE TO 
ENDANGER THEM DOMESTICALLY AND TURKS IN OWN INTEREST MIGHT 
BE ADVISED TO AVOID PUTTING THOSE LEADERS IN 
POLITICAL PERIL. 
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2. IT OCCURS TO US THAT THIS MAY BE A USEFUL LINE WITH 
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